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GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Issue 7 

I love the story of Gideon in Judges 6-7. The Israelites are being 
oppressed by the Midianites so they cry out to God for help. God calls 
Gideon to deliver Israel, but Gideon is doubtful of his own ability and 
authority, saying:  “But Lord, how can I save Israel?  My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”  God reminds 
Gideon it is not by his human strength he will prevail, but by the 
strength of God working through him. Gideon gathers an army of 
32,000 men, but God says “too many” and thins his ranks down over 
90%. With only 300 men, Gideon goes forth boldly in the Lord’s name 
and defeats the entire Midianite army. 

As GVBC’s youth pastor, I see a lot of Gideons in our youth group. God calls them to do 
hard things in his name – to serve the needy, to share the gospel, to lead their peers, to 
transform their family relationships, to impact their school campuses – but there are plenty 
of reasons to hesitate:  “I’m too young.”  “I’m more of a follower, not a good leader.”  “I’m 
not brave enough to take on that much responsibility.”  “I’m too busy.”  “Someone else 
would do it better.”  Not only that, but our society often places low expectations on the 
younger generation . . . we don’t expect that teenagers can truly make an impact for God 
right here, right now. 

But God is doing some great things!  On Saturday, May 21 from 9:00am – 3:30pm, GVBC 
will be hosting a DVD conference for Christian teens and their parents called “Do Hard 
Things.”  Do Hard Things is a book written by Brett and Alex Harris about “a teenage 
rebellion against the low expectations of an ungodly culture.”  The book stresses the 
importance of doing things for God which may seem unachievable and outside your 
comfort zone. This one-day DVD conference will explore topics about teenage potential in 
this generation. We are publicizing this not only to GVBC, but to other churches and 
Christian campus groups all over the South Bay. Registration forms are available on our 
website at www.gvbc.net (click on Calendar tab, look on left hand corner and click on Do 
Hard Things). Whether we have 20 or 200 attendees, please pray that God will inspire and 
challenge us to “Do Hard Things” in his name. 

Some of our students at GVBC are already stepping up to serve God. We have junior high 
students who are jumping at opportunities to serve the community. We have high school 
students who are heading up their Christian club at school. The person responsible for 
heading up the planning for the upcoming Do Hard Things conference is high school 
sophomore Channing Lou. God is doing a great work in our young people! 

How about you?  Is God calling you to Do Hard Things?  Is God calling you to witness to 
your friends and family, to take on a new role in church ministry, to reach out to your 
neighbors, to give sacrificially to the building fund or those in need?  Are you ready to obey, 
or are you making excuses?  If God can use Gideon, then he can use ordinary people like 
you and me. In the months to come, instead of saying, “I have no strength,” say, “I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). May God not only use 
our young people, but our entire church, to Do Hard Things for his glory! 

Daniel Matsuda 
Assistant Pastor, Youth 
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By Faith: Go Move a Mountain 

Commitment Sunday Results 
 

The results from Commitment Sunday plus Sunday, April 17 of our four-year Spiritual Growth 
Campaign, By Faith: Go Move a Mountain, are as follows: 
 
Individual commitments received: 
Members  301 (217 giving units) 
Regular Attendees 140 (90 giving units) 
Children and Youth   21 
 
Our monthly financial goals were: 
 Foundational Goal — $27,000 per month 
 Challenge Goal — $30,000 per month 
We received commitments of $35,500 per month. Praise God! 
 
Our First Fruits offering goals were: 

Foundational goal — $200,000 
Challenge Goal — $300,000 

We received approximately $270,850 so far. Praise God! 
 
As you will remember, $300,000 against the principal saves us $440,376 in interest, reducing 
our loan by 27 months. 
 
With all that is going on in the economy and with what you have already given for the Japan 
Earthquake/Tsunami Relief, we did well. Praise God! 
 

Your Campaign Chairpersons, 
Bruce and Lillian Higashi, 
Jeff and Minako Fujimoto, 
Silvio and Jessie Carrara 

Japan Earthquake/Tsunami Relief Fund 

We have received a total of $51,327 toward the Japan Earthquake/Tsunami Relief Fund, of 
which $25,761 was already sent to World Vision, and $25,566 is being wired to Japan Baptist 

Union right after Easter.  

Matt and Lauren Butt, who are currently in Japan with the J2K11 missions team, will also be 

presenting a gift from GVBC to Rev. Makoto Tanno, Executive Director of Japan Baptist Union 

(JBU). 

JBU was the sending agency of Rev. Eji Osato, our new Nichigo Pastor. Rev. Osato was a 

JBU missionary for 17 years before being called to serve at GVBC. JBU has a long history with 
the American Baptists, as they were started by American Baptist missionaries many years ago, 

and they still work together in Japan today. 
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The Lord is Our Shepherd 

2011 Women’s Retreat 

by Jessie Carrara — Retreat Director 

Photos by Cristin Rasmussen 

One hundred eighteen (118) women met at 
the Palm Garden Hotel in Thousand Oaks, to 
hear Stephanie Schwartz’s message on 
“Following the Shepherd — A Survey of 
Psalm 23” at the 2011 GVBC Women’s 
Retreat. 

Using Psalm 23 as the basis of our study, 
Stephanie (the Director of Women’s 
Ministries at Compass Bible Church in Aliso 
Viejo, California) correlated the relationship 
between the shepherd and his sheep to 
God’s love and care for us — His sheep. 
Stephanie’s illustrations of the Shepherd’s 
painstaking care for His sheep added great 
depth to Psalm 23. 

I used to think Psalm 23 was scripture to be 
read at funerals. I know I need to commit 
Palm 23 to memory to encourage me as I 
face life’s challenges. The parallel between 
God, as our Shepherd, and we as the sheep 
was profound. I believe everyone who came 
to the retreat left with a new appreciation for 
Psalm 23. 

Stephanie’s powerful messages and the 
wonderful time of fellowship with sisters-in-
Christ and new friends made the retreat 
weekend one to remember. 
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Fred and Jane Tanaka 

On March 28, the Tanakas wrote they continue to be fine. Their CEF headquarters is approximately 100 miles 
south of the epicenter of the nuclear problem area. There are daily earthquakes and tremors, so the Tanakas 
have found refuge and comfort in affirming Psalm 46. They request prayer for the needed repairs to the CEF 
building, which were recently discovered, from the earthquake damage. Japan has "Do You Wonder Why" 
(DYWW) evangelistic children's booklets which are being sent to kids in the disaster area. In Japan, there are 
10,000 available. In March the need was for 50,000 more. The Tanakas prayed for additional financing and 
God started answering! Canada responded to help financially with the DYWW project. Please continue praying 
that all the funding will come in for all 50,000 DYWW booklets. 
About 60 people, whose church was destroyed in the #4 Nuclear Plant area, journeyed to a church in 
Yamagata, a prefecture north of Fukushima. Some of them were without food or water for 3-4 days. In the 
midst of all the chaos, three people, at last count, accepted Christ as Lord and Savior. The 4th Good News 
Club (GNC) began this month in April. The Tanakas are hopeful that TCE 1 and 2 courses will resume this 
month, too. Three GNC continue, two of which were on hold during March. At the beginning of April, Fred gave 
an evangelistic message at a senior citizens' monthly meeting at a Mito church in central IB. Please pray for 
Fred as he prepares to give a message on April 24 at Easter worship service at OKC. Thank you for keeping 
the Tanakas, CEF, and fellow CEF workers in prayer. 
Jim and Leta Van Meter 
In December, the Van Meters had a wonderful time ministering in Southern California to a team going to one 
of the Gulf countries. For a month, the team lived in a neighborhood with people from the country they will be 
ministering. This gives them a head start on the country's language and culture. The Van Meters request 
prayer for the team as they minister in the Gulf, an area of the world experiencing rocky political times. 
"Thank you for the gracious Christmas gift which we are applying to our Holy Land trip! Bless you!" writes the 
Van Meters. On March l, the Van Meters left for Antalya, Turkey to lead a retreat for member care workers. 
The Van Meters will also meet one-on-one with them. This will help them better understand the needs of the 
workers in the area of the world. Two of their Paraclete Associates are serving there now and by the grace of 
God hope to start a center which will provide care for workers in the surrounding region. After leaving Turkey, 
the Van Meters will visit historical sites in Israel. Please pray for good health and world conditions which will 
not interfere with God's purposes for them in both Turkey and Israel. They rejoice in celebrating 40 years of 
ministry. "It means more than words can say to know that you will be praying!" write Jim and Leta. 
Ken and Diane Kudo 
During April, Ken is teaching church planting at Calvin Seminary. Diane reported the trip to Southeast Asia 
was very profitable. Connections were made for further opening of fields. "It was very 'eye opening' to see how 
other missionaries today have suffered to serve Him," Diane affirmed. One example was in a very remote area 
with no electricity and running water. In the midst of a revolution in this area, a missionary couple could not 
find their eight-year-old son. When the couple finally found their son, he was in a hiding place, praying, where 
the family gathers to pray. The mother affirmed to Diane, through a translator, "It was all worth the anxiety 
thinking he is dead, to see my child depending on the Father for safety."  Deeply touched by what the mother 
shared, Diane began sobbing. Diane requests prayer for Ken and herself as they serve in foreign countries 
which cannot be entered with their passports. 
J2K11 Japan: Chad & Jennifer Shimazaki,  Matt & Lauren Butt, Krisi & TJ Yee 

After a month-long postponement, we are 
happy to say, “Konnichiwa from Osaka!”  
We arrived at Suita Church last night. The 
kids were champs on the 15 hour trek! 
We’ve kicked off our nine-day stay with a 
Mommy and Me Class. It went great as the 
16 kids and handful of mothers really 
enjoyed themselves. We will be having 
English conversation times, more Mommy 
and Me classes, and other events to attract 
people to the church. Please keep us in 
prayers for the next week as we seek to 
share Jesus with a nation in such great 
need of Him!  Thank you! 

Mission Field 
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Family News 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 

� The family of James Oka who passed away on Monday, April 11. The funeral will take place on 

Saturday, April 23 at 2:00 PM at GVBC. Pastor Ron Matsuda will be officiating. 

New baby announcement 

� Congratulations to parents Clark & Somaly Imatomi in the birth of their baby girl, 
Olivia Joy Tatuko born on Wednesday, April 6 at 6:07 pm. Little Olivia weighed  
7 lbs. 10 oz. and she was 21" long. Older sister, Grace, welcomed her new baby 
sister home. Proud grandparents are Howard & Sawako Imatomi. Mommy and 
Olivia are doing well. 

Child dedication 

On Sunday March 20, GVBC held its Child Dedication.  Dedicated 
were the children of Andi & Erika Nguyen: Andrew (12/23/98), 
Kimberly (4/30/02), William (10/15/03), and Christian (2/9/10). Also, 
Norm & Michele Nakamura dedicated their youngest child, Kristin 
(5/24/08). Big brother is Ryan. 

 

 

 

Letters from our family 

� Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our thanks for the 
greathearted donation of $500 [from our LOVE fund], 12 bags and 2 boxes of food to our emergency 
Services food pantry. Your kindness makes a difference in your community. We thank you for your 
continued support. Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent, by Lydia S. James, Community Services Counselor 

Flower donations on Sunday mornings 

� A beautiful flower arrangement from Kiko Florist was donated in loving memory of Kazuko Ishimoto 
by Merrick Yoshida and Jodie & Voltaire Rivera. 

In the news 

� Teresa Matsushima’s picture and a brief article about her was spotted in the President ’s NEWS an 
El Camino College newsletter dated April 6, Volume 25 Number 5. The article was titled “Women of 
Distinction Honored.” Teresa, along with nine other college and community leaders was honored at 
the 2011 El Camino College Women of Distinction Reception held on Thursday, March 24. These 
exceptional women were recognized for their commitment and contributions to our community. 
“Teresa,” the article stated, “has served many years at the El Camino College Student Health Center 
and as a school nurse in Lawndale. She has dedicated her li fe to improving the healthcare of the 
community by investing in free clinics and assisting with women and prenatal care.” The article also 
reported on Teresa’s contributions to the medical mission field with GVBC’s M.O.M. (Mexico 
Outreach Mission). For future dates of upcoming mission trips, see page 6 FYI Events Calendar. 
“Even after a discouraging bout with cancer in 2008,” the article continued, “Ms. Matsushima’s 
energy, spirit, and passion are unrelenting. She continues to teach aspiring nurses the ropes, and 
lives every day with a genuine smile.” 

Right Hand of Fellowship 

On Palm Sunday, April 17 the following people were welcomed into our membership: 

 

The Nguyen Family Kristin Nakamura 

Evelyn Weathers Irene Fujiura Dave Fujiura Tim Collier Monica Matsushima Beverly Mukogawa Louise Park Tina Hara 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contac t 
event leaders  directly. 

WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 
 

� Discovering Jesus Study Series, Starting 

Wednesday, April 27, 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Nine studies 
designed by the Christian ministry, Iwa, to enable 
those who don’t yet know Jesus, to meet Him as a 
fully human yet fully divine person whom they can 
know and love, and with whom they can have a deep, 
personal relationship. Contact Cyril Nishimoto or the 
Evangelism Committee. Sign up at the Guest Center 
or call the office or contact Cyril at cynish@aol.com 
[Discovering Jesus in subject line]. 

� OASIS We’re on a break. We’ll begin again on Wednesday, 

April 27. Taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. All are i nvited to 
join us. For  more i nformation, contact Pastor Ron at ex t. 679 
or email: ron@gvbc.net. 

� Senior Care Center Outreach “Help cut scarves for 

residents of senior care centers on April 25 from 7:00 
9:00PM in Room 218. On Saturday, May 7 we will visit 
with the residents of Driftwood Healthcare Center from 
2:40 – 4:10 PM. We will sing songs, make crafts, give 
out the scarves, and build new friendships. For more 
information, please see the flyer at the Guest Center 
or Narthex or contact Jodie Rivera via the church 
office or email her at Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com. 

� Hope for the Future Thursday, April 28, 6:30 — 8:30 

PM, Room 201. “Caregiving Issues and Care Options” 
by Lauryn Takisaki, Health Promotion Specialist, Keiro 
Institute of Healthy Aging. Invite a friend or family 
member. You’re welcome to bring refreshments. Sign 
up by filling out the flyer on the Narthex counter or 
stop by the Guest Center in the Courtyard after the 
worship services or contact Cindy Matsuda at: 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Basic Christianity finishing up on May 1. We will 

break on May 8 (Mother’s Day) and start from the 
beginning on May 15. Taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. 

� Women’s Breakfast “Growing Through God’s Word” 

Saturday, May 7, 8:30 — 11:30AM, Community Hall. 
Price $8.00. Deadline: Tuesday, May 3. Catered 
breakfast, devotional message, choice of crafts and/or 
workshops, testimonies by GVBC women, and a fun 
time of meeting new friends. Reach out and invite 
someone new to GVBC. Register at the Women’s 
Breakfast table in the Courtyard after the 1st worship 
service or Community Hall after 2nd service. Or contact 
the office. 

� Neighborhood Treasure Box Food Ministry 

Provides food for families and individuals. $32 per box 
of food. Food distribution occurs one Saturday per 
month. There are restrictions based on income and 
there is no limit on the quantity of boxes ordered. Visit 
www.thetreasurebox.org or contact Suzie Rider at 
(310) 532-6454, Tues.-Fri. between 10:00AM and 
4:00PM. Pick up boxes at New Hope Fellowship, 
16390 S. Normandie Ave., Gardena. Deadlines are: 
Order: Sun., May 8; delivery date: Sat., May 21. 

Order: Sun., June 12; delivery date: Sat., June 25. 
Order: Sun., July 17; delivery date: Sat., July 30. 
Contact Paul Matsushima, ext. 695, email: 
paul@gvbc.net. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, May 14, Tijuana 

� Friday, July 15 to Sunday, July 24, Bolivia (one week 
earlier this year.) 

� Saturday, Oct 1, Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but not 
required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the church office or 
email her at: treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Baptisms Sunday, May 15 at both worship services 
� Parenting Workshop Saturdays of May 21, 28, and June 4, 

9:30 — 11:30AM, Room 250. Led by Linda Matsuda, Director 
Early Childhood, ex t. 683 and Susan Wakuta, Elementary 
Children’s Director, ext. 689. 

� Cults & the Occult Training Class May 22, 12:30 PM 

sponsored by Evangelism Ministry. Sign up in the 
Courtyard at the Guest Center.  

� Right Hand of Fellowship Sunday, May 22 both services 
� Office Closed Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 
� Prime Timer’s Tour Events 

�Saturday, June 11:  All Aboard Fillmore & Western Railway. 
Cost: $102 (adults & seniors). Child is $94. Maximum of 52 
travelers. DEADLINE to pay & register: Sunday, May 1. 
Scenic ride on the “movie train.”  Lunch served on board in 
the 1930s dinning car. Stop at a fruit stand. Departs  GVBC at 
9:00AM, returns approx. 6:00PM. Contac t Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi via the church office. Visit the i nformation table i n 

Greenhouse Junior High Friday Nights 
April 29 — A Greenhouse activity 
May 6 — Everyday Faith Part. 5: Faith and my family 
May 13 — Everyday Faith Part. 6: Faith and my 

neighborhood 
May 20 — Everyday Faith Part. 7: Faith and my money 
Sat. May 21 — Do Hard Things — DVD Conference,      

9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Community Hall 
May 27 — A Greenhouse activity 

Save the Dates for Youth Summer Camp 
Sunday, August 7 to Fri day , August 12, Alpine Conference 
Center, Blue Jay. Finished 5th to finished 11th grades. 
Contact Daniel Matsuda, Assist. Pastor - Youth, ext. 681, 
daniel@gvbc.net. More info to follow. Applications 
available soon. 

Youth Ministry 
 
 
 

A Revelation DVD conference. Saturday, May 21. Doors 
open at 8:30AM, DVD conference from 9:30AM — 
3:30PM. Meals are $5.00. 
To register contact Daniel Matsuda, Assist. Pastor - 
Youth, ext. 681, daniel@gvbc.net. [see Daniel’s article 
on page one]. 
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Issue 8 will be uploaded to the 

website on Wednesday, May 4. Hard 

copies available on Friday, May 6 in 
the Narthex. All articles should be 

submitted by Sunday, May 1. 

Christian Service Scholarship 
Application Procedure 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual 
gifts in Christian service.  Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants fulfilling these 
requirements: 

♦ Be a member or regular attendee of GVBC. 
♦ Actively serve in a ministry of GVBC, or, for students who are living away 

and cannot attend GVBC during the school year, actively serve in a church 
ministry near school. 

♦ Actively attend worship services, or for high school seniors, actively attend 
GVBC’s High School Ministry. 

♦ Be, or will be, a part-time or full-time undergraduate student in the fall, 
carrying a 2.5 (out of 4.0) GPA.

Applications available at the church office. 
Contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net [scholarship in 
subject line]. 

Coming Soon! 

GVBC Pictorial Directory 

New GVBC pictorial directory coming 
soon. Watch for details in the Spirit 
and our Sunday bulletins. 

GVBC 

Daniel Matsuda’s Ordination Ceremony 

You are all invited to attend the ordination of 

 Daniel MatsudaDaniel MatsudaDaniel MatsudaDaniel Matsuda 
 Sunday, May 1 at 3:00 PM [NOTE: time correction] 

in the Sanctuary 

 refreshments following  

Come join in this wonderful time of celebrating Daniel’s calling 

 

College Ministry Car Wash for Japan Relief 
The car wash for Japan last Sunday, April 17 was 100% student led and organ-

ized. They raised over $1,000 in three hours ! The car wash event  was followed 

by a one-hour prayer meeting for Japan which also was student initiated and 

led. 

Good job college group! 

 

 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt)  

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 
After our Easter celebrati on, j oin us for  our new 4-week 
Sunday morning teaching series: "The Pursuit of 
Happiness." We'll take an i n-depth l ook  at the Beati tudes in 
Matthew 5:1-12, challenge our  current noti on of how to 
attain happiness  i n this life, and fi nd that Jesus blesses 
people we wouldn't ever  think of as blessed. 
 

Sunday, April 24/Easter Sunday 
8:45 AM & 11:00 AM 

Both services in the Community Hall 
Pastor Steve Langley 

 
Sunday, May 1/Communion 

Pastor James Chang ~ The poor, mourning, and meek 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

Come Worship with Us 

HE HAS RISEN 


